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HEARING ON SMITHFIELD H/J! SEASONAL EX5I.dPTI0N APPLICATION JANUARY 9 

The a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e Virg in ia- .Smi thf ie ld Heat Packers Assoc ia t ion and o t h e r s 

for the g r an t ing of a seasonal exenpt ion from the maximum, hours p r o v i s i o n of t-he 

P a i r Labor Standards Act fo r the cur ing of Smi thf ie ld and V i r g i n i a process cured 

meats w i l l be the svibject of a p u b l i c hea r ing a t 10:00 A. M., January 9, 1940, i n 

Room 3229 Labor Bui ld ing , '.. 'ashington, D. C. The hear ing w i l l be before Harold 

S t e i n , A s s i s t a n t Di rec to r of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and Hour Di-vi.sion, 

U. S. Department of Labor, 

The a p p l i c a t i o n f i l o d by the V i r g i n i a - S m i t h f i e l d Meat Packers Assoc ia t ion of 

omi th f i e ld , V i r g i n i a , s e t s f o r t h t h a t t he opera t ions of the i n d u s t r y a re confined 

s o l e l y t o V i r g i n i a ; t h a t t h e meat i s a v a i l a b l e only from the peanut - fed hog n a t i v e 

t o the count ies of Surry , I s l e of Wight, Nansomond, Southampton, and f ive small 

coun t i e s i n e a s t e r n North Caro l ina ; and t h a t i t i s a v a i l a b l e only from November 15 

u n t i l l a t e February or e a r l y March. The a v a i l a b i l i t y of the hog i s dependent i n 

t u r n , the a p p l i c a t i o n s t a t e s , upon t h e peanuts upon v/hich they a re fed end upon 

which depends the p e c u l i a r f l avor of the cured meat . The a p p l i c a t i o n s e t s f o r t h 

t h a t ope ra t ions of the cur ing p l a n t s can take p l ace only dur ing cold v/eather, s ince 

t h e p l a n t s are u n r e f r i g e r a t e d and s ince t h e o i l y typo of meat handled i s of a 

p e r i s h a b l e n a t u r e . Hence, i t i s s t a t e d t h a t except fo r maintenance, r e p a i r and 

s a l e s work, the a c t i ' v i t i e s of t h e p l a n t s cease from March or Apr i l u n t i l November 15. 

f The law r e q u i r e s t h a t overtime a t t h e r a t e of time and one-hal f be pa id for 

a l l hours v/orked i n excess of 42 per week. I f the a p p l i c a t i o n for a seasonal 

exemption i s g ran ted , employers engaged i n t h e indus t ry may v/ork t h e i r employees up 
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•-.o 12 hours a day and 56 hours a week without payment of overtime for a 14-week 

period during the calendar year, . , . .sMtv? «; ' • 

Those desir ing to be heard or to submit statements raust so ad'vise the 

Administrator of the h'age and Hour Division at ""."ashington on or before January 9, 

The hearing as announced (Federal Register January 3, 1940) v/ill be to 

determine "whether peanut fed, long process, non-refrigerated meat curing is an 

industry of a seasonal na ture ." This ac t iv i ty is further defined to mean estab­

lishments engaged en t i r e ly or almost en t i re ly in the curing by a "long cure" 

process of jowls, shoulders, sides and hams from peanut-fed hogs without the aid 

of a r t i f i c i a l r e f r ige ra t ion , ;• • .: . '̂  :"';̂ . • 
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